Hepatic hemangioma in childhood: medical management or surgical management?
Between 1955 and 1980 there were 14 patients treated at The Hospital for Sick Children with hemangiomas of the liver. Eight were seen at birth and 13 within the first 6 wk of life. The presenting clinical feature was that of massive hepatomegaly. Two children who had presented in the neonatal period were found to have had cardiac failure. Six patients were anemic and required blood transfusions. Before 1976 all patients who did not have cutaneous hemangiomas underwent laparotomy. Since 1976 only one laparotomy was done, the remaining 5 patients all having been treated symptomatically without operation. All the tumors involuted in the first year of life. Follow-up ranged from 1 to 20 yr and all are living and without symptoms. We recommend no active treatment if complications are absent. Steroids and radiotherapy are not used. If anemia and/or cardiac failure supervene, appropriate nonoperative management is necessary. Surgical treatment is indicated only if medical management fails or for rupture of the lesion.